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Philadelphia, Dec, 11, 1899. 


Mr. Robert EH. Speer, 

156 Fifth Ave., New York. 
My Dear Speer:- 

Your note came duly to hand. I do not like to take a step in any 
direction without your full confidence as to the wisdom of it. I have 
consulted with you es the representative of the Board. If you feel like 
conferring with the Board, I would not like to suggest anythingto the 
contrary. The two main hinderances from this end of the line to such 
work are, first, are these orthodox men available? Second, can many be 
secured ? 

If the men whose names I have given you say that the evangelists 
are available, and they themselves, at least some, are willing to under- 
take it, then that question is solved. If, second, these men who are 
invited to this “formal conference are interested to the extent that 

through 
they will try and secure, heir personal friends the necessary money in a 
way that will not interfere with thereceipts of the Board, the second 
hinderance will be removed. If after this, you want to take the whole 
matter before your Board, and ascertain their attitude to it, then you 
will have all the data. You will have information from the field, and 


you will have definite information on these two points, which I have 


mentioned, I expect to go, after next Sunday, the 17th, to my home 
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home in Washington, Pa., for two or three weeks, I hasten therefore, 
to see if anything can be done before I leave this section. Now if 

you think it wise to have this conference with the men I have mentioned, 
and are willing that I shovld invite them to your place on Yriday after- 
noon, kindly let me know by return mail, and 1 will do it at once. 

If you feel like postponing it antal/you have had a conference with 
your council, I will certainly agree to that. I think, however, 

such a conference will give you very helpful information, and throw 
light on the whole situation. 


Yours very truly, 


James B, Hly, 


Rerun 


ats 218 Witherspoon Building, 
| “philadelphia, Sept, 7, 1899, 

pear Sir;- 

sinea coming to America I have been providentially plaeed as 
General Secretary of what Presbyterians here call the strongest 
ovusigélistie evant that they ate in their life-time knowm, 
This has brought me in touch with a number of enero men, and a 
few of the 16Ading evangelists of this country, My interest and 
thought on most every occasion goes back to India, Without taking 
time to relate all the providences that have led me to address you 
this lett er, I will at onee tell you the thing tha is on my mind. 
I find a eabbae of the safest, most orthodox, and most useful 
evang clists aia pastors who would like, if the way were opened, to 
spend from six meat <6 a yaar in se Ropic at ian wit: h the wit tiow 
aries in India, in evangelistic ale I have talked with some | 
paints of churches & out the great need of strong evangelistic 
effort in India among the warbienn and Higlieh apeskins natives, 
K great many here appreciate the fact that missionaries are over- 
worked, and in sau eases are unable to take up the evangelistic 
ark for any length of time directed towards the educated natives, 
eee result of conversation with some we have thought that if it be 


of God , a plan should be formed by which two or three safe, orth- 


odox, strong evangelists be sent each year to India, to supplement he 
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regular rr el | work, the plan being that they should arrive in 
time ¢c to meet the missionaries and christian workers in the hill 
sihti ens during the summer  eearérencsa such as you are about to 
hold in Mussoorie in the fall, these conventions to be followed by 
a definite aves elie tg campaign, phanned bythe missionaries, in 
the larger centres such as Lahore, Agra, Allahabad, etc, These men 
would be usieated by a committee here at home, who would in their 
selection not send us sight-seers ecindivelly: but men with t ne’ 
burden of India's even ar teerion on their heart, I therefore, send 
you this to ask if, in yowr opinion, such work under careful man~ 
ag@nent on the field as Bee at home, yew not only be agcept- 
able to the missionaries, but effeetive in the extension of the 
kingdom of christ, The plan of Seere eae in India as thought 
over thus far, would be to have an pxesutt es committee of from five 
to ten in India, with one general secretary, giving his entire time 
to planning in co-operation with the missionaries for such work, 

In addition to thie aiecntlys committee there should be 

at least five committees representing the denominations, one in the 
Punjab, one in the central and seubh-west provinces, and another in 
the Bengal, etc,, throughout India, This would give definiteness 
to the work, and secure the best possible results, The expense for 
jnhick uae such men woute be wholly born by a few business mmj™m 
here at home, whom we hope to interest if it meets with your ap~ 


proval, There would then be a little executive committee here at 


home to collect the fumds necessary and select the proper men to 


-_ ju 


send us, If God opens the way, and it is agreeable to the board 
under which I an working at present, I will be very glad to pe 
eeatk to India, as the Secretary on the field for such work, In 
presenting this to you, I do not want to give you the assurance 
that we here feel certain that this will cane about, but to let 
you know what is in the minds of a number, and to say that your 
endorsement and PEs together with ours, will, in the ee 
of god, be the atrene fac in pinise about such a works Kindly 
let me hear from ae at once, your deliberate and prayerful opin- 
ions. | | ; | 
Sincerely yours, 


Y e ( 


COMMITTEE: 


Rev. Joun S. Mac Intosu, DD. 
Rev. Wm. Hutton, D. D., Al sy” 
Rev. J. Gray Botton, D. D. 
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Rev. S. R. Queen, 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 25, 1899. 


Mr, Robert EE. Speer, 
156 Pifth Ave., New York. 


Dear Bobbie:- 


Your brotherly letter of August 18th was duly received. 


certainly must be very busy. 


You 


The work here is very interesting, 


and has grown into proportions which we had not at first anticip- 


ated, but it 


faithless. I 


India has grown somewhat doubtful for the present, 


enclose you last week 


is not yet what it might be were we not so lazy and 


bulletin, Our return to 


You know oat’ 


gourse the. operation wasnunsuccessful, In addition to that the doc- 


tors here do not give me much encouragement as to living permanent- 


ly in india, 


as a chureh in India. 


give not 


the most for the glory of God in the extension of his 


upon that work under the existing relationships, 


Further more there are conditions which exist that 
tomy mind will, as long as they exist, forever cripple our work 
About this I must talk with you, and have 


some understanding about it before I can conscientiously enter agan 


I am ready to 


only my time but my life to India, but I wish to give it 


under such circumstances and in such lines of work, as will count 


kingdom, 


oie 


I only send you this sentences, not to alarm you in any way, but 
because I feel so strongly the importance of the work, and it ef- 
fects so mat erially our usefullness as missionaries, 

Trusting we may have a time together soon to talk over this 
matter, I will not write you further in detail, The work here 
in Philadelphia will close after two weeks; what there-is for us 
after that time I do not know, I have been engaged every Sunday 
since coming home from General Assembly, and am now engaged up to 
the second Sunday in September, but beyond that there is nothing 
definite, Trusting you are well, and with kind regards to Mrs, 
Speer and the young man, I remain 

Most sincerely yours, 


ra 
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REV. ROCKWELL CLANCY, S 


again, Yours sinceredy, 


Please quote this number when writing..------------------ 
Oct 19,1899. 
Allahabad, India, --------------------------------=----3 ees 


FOR INDIA. 


Allahabad, India. 


Rev .Jdames B.Ely, 
218 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia,Pa. 
My Dear Brother Ely:- 

I was glad to get your letter of Sept.7th,and to know that God 
has given you such a large place of usefulness in the home-land. I am in 
the fullest sympathy with your project,and believe that the cause of 
Christ would be greatly furthered by direct evangelistic work among the 
English speaking natives in the large centres in India. There are great 
ovvortunities for this kind of work. When you were in India God used you 
in inter-denominational work. The tent meetings in Allahabad after the 
C.E.Convention of 1898 brought workers of different missions teogether;and 
your suggestion that the missionaries meet once a month in different homes 
for sible study and prayer,has been followed. We have had a monthly meet— 
ing ever since;and it has brought workers of the different churches into 
sympathy with one another. 

The Mussoorie meetings this year were richly blessed. You have 
douptless seen accounts of the meetings. I believe this movement was in- 
augurated by you,though others carried it out. It was resolved to hold a 
yearly meeting for Bible study and evangelistic work in Mussoorie. I feel 
sure that union evangelistic services could be held in the large centres 
all over India if we had the right kind of organization. I believe you 
are the right man to ve the secretary of such an organization;and I pray 
that if it be the will of God you may soon be able to return to India. 

My wife and I expect to visit America next yvear,and may meet you at the 
great gathering of missionaries in New York in April. I am glad to hear 
that your little girl is better. During my absence my brother,Rév.).C. 


Clancy ,will have charge of our work in Allahabad.. With Christian love 


from Mrs.Clancy and mysé1f fo per oath 5 it and ee to hear from you~ 
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